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SMS Middle School Summer Reading Book List 

Reading Levels: A=accessible     I=intermediate     C=challenging 

A Note to Parents: Teachers collaborated to determine reading levels based on Lexile level, sentence complexity, book length, 

publication date, and content.  The reading levels are meant only as a guide.  Ultimately, it is up to you, the parent, to determine the 

“just right” book for your child.  When helping your student to select a book, please carefully consider your student’s reading 

ability and maturity-level, as some books have themes, situations, or language that may not be appropriate for all students.  If 

you need assistance in making an informed decision, please visit www.commonsensemedia.org or search Amazon for reviews.    

 

Title Author *A-I-C Summary 

Among the 
Hidden 

Margaret 
Peterson Haddix 

 
Genre: 

Science Fiction 
Dystopia 

 

 
 
 

A 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only 
two children, Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in 
isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to the Shadow Children 
series.  Luke has never been to school. He's never had a birthday party, or gone 
to a friend's house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend.  Luke is 
one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population Police.  
Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the window of a house where he knows 
two other children already live. Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen 
is willing to risk everything to come out of the shadows—does Luke dare to 
become involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 
 

Animal Farm 

George Orwell 
 

Genre: 
Dystopian Satire 

 
 
 

C 

Manor Farm is like any other English farm, except for a troubled owner, Mr. 
Jones, incompetent workers, and oppressed animals. Fed up with the ignorance 
of their human masters, the animals rise up in rebellion and take over the farm. 
Led by intellectually superior pigs like Snowball and Napoleon, the animals 
show how to take charge of their destiny and remove the inequities of their 
lives. But as time passes, they realize that things aren't happening quite as 
expected. Animal Farm is, on one level, a simple story about barnyard animals. 
On a much deeper level, it is a savage political satire on corrupted ideals, 
misdirected revolutions and class conflict-themes as valid today as they were 
sixty years ago. 
 

Boy Who 
Harnessed the 

Wind, The 
 

(YA version) 

Bryan Mealer 
& 

William 
Kamkwamba 

 
Genre: 

Non-fiction/ 
Memoir 

 
 
 
 

I 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind is the immensely engaging and inspiring true 
account of an enterprising African teenager who constructed a windmill from 
scraps to create electricity for his entire community. William Kamkwamba 
shares the remarkable story of his youth in Malawi, Africa—a  nation crippled 
by intense poverty, famine, and the AIDS plague—and how, with tenacity and 
imagination, he built a better life for himself, his family, and his village. 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


 
 

Can I See 
Your ID? 

True Stories of 
False Identities 

 
 
 
 
 

Chris Barton 
 

Genre: 
Crime 

Nonfiction 
 

 
 
 
 

I 

True crime, desperation, fraud, and adventure: From the impoverished young 
woman who enchanted nineteenth-century British society as a faux Asian 
princess, to the sixteen-year-old boy who "stole" a subway train in 1993, to the 
lonely but clever Frank Abagnale of Catch Me if You Can fame, these ten 
vignettes offer riveting insight into mind-blowing masquerades. Graphic panels 
draw you into the exploits of these pretenders, and meticulously researched 
details keep you on the edge of your seat. With motivations that include 
survival, delusion, and plain, old-fashioned greed, the psychology of deception 
has never been so fascinating or so close at hand. 
 

Define Normal 

Julie Ann Peters 
 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 
     I 

When she agrees to meet with Jasmine as a peer counselor at their middle 
school, Antonia never dreams that this girl with the black lipstick and pierced 
eyebrow will end up helping her deal with the serious problems she faces at 
home and become a good friend.  This thoughtful, wry story is about two girls--
a punk and a priss--who find themselves facing each other in a peer-counseling 
program and discover that they have some surprising things in common. 
 

Devil’s 
Arithmetic, 

The 

Jane Yolen 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 
I 

Hannah is tired of holiday gatherings−all her family ever talks about is the past. 
In fact, it seems to her that's what they do every Jewish holiday. But this year's 
Passover Seder will be different−Hannah will be mysteriously transported into 
the past . . . and only she knows the unspeakable horrors that await. 
 

Diary of Anne 
Frank, The 

Anne Frank 
 

Genre: 
Autobiography 

 
 
 
I 

Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's 
remarkable diary has since become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the 
horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with 
Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their 
home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. In her diary, Anne Frank recorded 
vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, 
moving, and amusing, her account offers a fascinating commentary on human 
courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited 
young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 
 

Giver, The 
Lois Lowry 

 
Genre: 

A 

Jonas's world is perfect. Everything is under control. There is no war or fear of 
pain. There are no choices. Every person is assigned a role in the community. 
When Jonas turns 12 he is singled out to receive special training from The 
Giver. The Giver alone holds the memories of the true pain and pleasure of life. 
Now, it is time for Jonas to receive the truth. There is no turning back. 
 

 
Gone 

 
 
 

Michael Grant 
 

Genre: 
Dystopia 

 
 

A 

In the blink of an eye, everyone disappears. Gone. Except for the young. There 
are teens, but not one single adult. Just as suddenly, there are no phones, no 
internet, and no television. No way to get help. And no way to figure out what's 
happened 
 

Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the 

Galaxy, A 

Douglas Adams 
 

Genre: 
Science Fiction 

 

 
 

C 

Join Douglas Adams's hapless hero Arthur Dent as he travels the galaxy with his 
intrepid pal, Ford Prefect, getting into horrible messes and generally wreaking 
hilarious havoc. Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic 
construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway. You'll never read 
funnier science fiction; Adams is a master of intelligent satire, barbed wit, and 
comedic dialogue. The Hitchhiker's Guide is rich in comedic detail and thought-
provoking situations and stands up to multiple reads. 
 
 
 



 
 

Hobbit, The 

JRR Tolkien 
 

Genre: 
Fantasy 

 

 
 
 

I 
 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely 
traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed 
when the wizard Gandalf and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one 
day to whisk him away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the 
treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and very dangerous 
dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware that on his journey to the 
Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature 
known as Gollum. 
 

One and Only 
Ivan, The 

 
Katherine 
Applegate 

 
Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 

A 

 
This stirring and unforgettable novel from renowned author Katherine 
Applegate celebrates the transformative power of unexpected friendships. 
Inspired by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated 
novel is told from the point-of-view of Ivan himself. 
 

Out of My 
Mind 

Sharon Draper 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 

 
 
 
I 

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a 
photographic memory; she can remember every detail of everything she has 
ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose 
her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom—the very 
same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she cannot 
tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And 
she’s determined to let everyone know it…somehow. 
 

Rules 

Cynthia Lord 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 
 

A 

"No toys in the fish tank" is one of many rules that 12-year-old Catherine shares 
with her autistic younger brother, David, to help him understand his world. Lots 
of the rules are practical. Others are more subtle and shed light on issues in 
Catherine's own life. Torn between love for her brother and impatience with 
the responsibilities and embarrassment he brings, she strives to be on her 
parents' radar and to establish an identity of her own. 
 

Shark 
Whisperer, 

The 

Ellen Prager 
 

Genre: 
Sci- Fi 

Adventure 

 
 
 

A 

After his most klutzy move ever, falling into a pool of sharks, things for Tristan 
Hunt begin to look up. Tristan is invited to an ocean-themed summer camp in 
the Florida Keys where he discovers that he and the other young teens there 
have very special and rare talents when it comes to the ocean. After the camp 
receives a distress call from ocean animals, Tristan and his new friends get 
pulled into a daring rescue in the Bahamas. With the help of sharks, dolphins, a 
quick-escape artist octopus, and some seabird bombers, the campers must use 
their young talents in an attempt to outwit an evil shark-finning, reef-blasting 
billionaire. 

Tears of a 
Tiger 

 
Adult Themes 

Sharon Daper 
 

Genre: 
Realistic Fiction 

 

 
 
 

I 

Tigers don’t cry—or do they? After the death of his longtime friend and fellow 
Hazelwood Tiger in a car accident, Andy, the driver, blames himself and cannot 
get past his guilt and pain. While his other friends have managed to work 
through their grief and move on, Andy allows death to become the focus of his 
life. In the months that follow the accident, the lives of Andy and his friends are 
traced through a series of letters, articles, homework assignments, and 
dialogues, and it becomes clear that Tigers do indeed need to cry. 
 

Unbroken (YA 
adaptation) 

 

Laura 
Hillenbrand 

 
Genre: 

Historical 
Fiction 

I 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the 
Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, 
gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of 
a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft 
and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of 
the Second World War. 



 
 

When You 
Reach Me 

 
 

Rebecca Stead 
 

Genre: 
Sci-Fi Mystery 

 
 
 

A 

When Miranda starts receiving mysterious notes, she doesn’t know what to 
do.   The notes tell her that she must write a letter, a true story, and that she 
can’t share her mission with anyone—not even her best friend, Sal.  
It would be easy to ignore the strange messages, except that whoever is leaving 
them has an uncanny ability to predict the future. If that’s the case, then 
Miranda has an even bigger problem—because the notes tell her that someone 
is going to die, and she might be too late to stop it 
 

Wonder 

R.J. Palacio 
 

Genre: 
Fiction 

 
 
 
I 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has 
prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at 
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—
but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder 
begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, 
his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait 
of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 
 

Wrinkle in 
Time, A 

Madeline 
L’Engle 

 
Genre: 
Sci-Fi 

(Graphic Novel 
version also 

available) 
 

 
I 

A classic since 1962, Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time is sophisticated in 
concept yet warm in tone, with mystery and love coursing through its pages. 
Meg's shattering yet ultimately freeing discovery that her father is not 
omnipotent provides a satisfying coming-of-age element. Readers will feel a 
sense of power as they travel with these three children, challenging concepts of 
time, space, and the power of good over evil.  
 

 


